

In case you’ve ever wondered what an elementary school counselor does, I have included a description of the program below. The state of Missouri requires all school counselors to implement the Missouri Comprehensive Guidance Program. 
This program is divided into four main sections. I have listed some of the major responsibilities required at the Crest Ridge elementary level. 



The majority of my time consists of providing guidance lessons to each of the classrooms. I provide lessons once per week for Pre-K through 3rd graders. Lessons are provided every other week for grades 4 through grades 6. 

Sample topics include friendships, bullying, peer pressure, drug awareness, decision-making, self confidence development, study skills, and career exploration. A complete description of the topics required at each grade level can be found under the GLE’s (grade level expectations) on my main page. 



The purpose of responsive services is to work with students whose personal circumstances, concerns, or problems are threatening to interfere with their academic, career, and personal/social development. 

Specific issues that students at the elementary level may face include

· divorce of parents

· death of a loved one

· academic struggles

· social problems/friendships

· anger control 

 To meet the needs of the student, I may recommend individual counseling, small group counseling, consultation, or referral to an outside agency. 



This component of the program at the elementary level includes self-confidence development, interpersonal skills development, and exploration of occupational possibilities. These topics are typically discussed during the classroom guidance classes.  Ease of transition between grades and buildings is also addressed at this level.  



There are several other management programs that fall under this category.  These include such areas as individualized and large group testing, professional development, staff and community relations, and committee participation.

As the district psychological examiner, I am responsible for administering, scoring, and interpreting a variety of tests, including intelligence tests. I am also the building test coordinator for assessments such as the MAP (Missouri Assessment Program) and the SAT (Standford Achievement Test). 

We have a committee at our school known as the Student Intervention Team. This team consists of teachers throughout the building who meet on students twice per quarter in an attempt to make all students be successful at school.  Whether the student has academic, social, or behavioral concerns, this team of teachers seeks to brainstorm and form a plan of action to meet the needs of individual students. As chairperson of this committee, I am responsible for conducting the meetings, follow-up, consulting with teachers, and the paperwork involved when a referral is deemed appropriate. 

